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Writing Clear Outcomes

A learning outcome consists of a sentence made up of three parts:

1. a verb indicating what a learner is expected to be able to do

2. words that indicate on what or with what the learner is acting

3. a phrase that indicates nature (context or standard) of performance required.

Identify and | information and opinion @ | in | English Language / Literature /
evaluate ¥ Education using a variety of
written and IT sources ©

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Benjamin Bloom (1956) published a classification
exploring learning behaviours. This framework
eventually developed into a system of three
domains: cognitive - knowledge based, affective -
attitudinal based and psychomotor - skills
based. Each domain is organized into 5-6 different
levels, building from the simple to the complex and
are most often displayed as triangle diagrams
(cognitive domain right). Each level of the domain
can be present in increasing degrees of difficulty
from kindergarten through to Doctoral studies. A
variety of verbs are available that help describe
each level of a domain.

Cognitive Domain Verbs
http://tiny.cc/yx71u




Enhancing Module Learning Outcomes

Give Me an Example (From LI / Year 2)
Verb(s) Object Context/Standard

Explain how a constructively Is the 6 UoB
aligned approach to | informed | Reference Points
programme and by
module design
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associated concepts
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Select and apply | appropriate to the analysis of a range
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resources
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Describe with simple in immunoassays &
diagrams the use of immunoblotting
specific antibodies

Display an ability | as a common toa standard
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Good Learning Outcomes Checklist

Characteristics Evidence
Checklist

Active Accurately describes what students can do

Comprehensible | Helps students choose the module, especially for
a MOMD or optional module

Appropriate Within the scope of the module topic and at the
right level for programme

Achievable Can be achieved within the period of study

Assessable Achievement and quality of achievement can be
clearly observed

Fair and All students have a fair chance of achieving

Equitable regardless of disability or constraints

Important Describe the essential learning which must be

learning goals achieved

Baume (2009) and Curtin University (2009)
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