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| Am Teaching a Module Online and | Would Like
My Students to Get to Know Each Other. What Can
| do?

Whether you are teaching a F2f, blended or online module you need to explain
the need to build a community because:

e Students find it easier to communicate with classmates when they know a bit
about each other.

e Better student groups can be formed when goals and interests match.

e You will want to better understand the class and the students as individuals.

¢ A sense of community allows students to feel more comfortable sharing
thoughts, suggestions and information.

Create an opportunity for students to share a bit about themselves. Students
can:

Introduce themselves online on the WebCT discussion board.
Communicate with each other by responding to each other’s introductions.
Post their picture or develop a personal Web/Wiki page.

t is important to model the behaviour yourself. You should post your own
introduction (include some personal information) and respond to students’
introductions.
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Facilitating Effective Student Introductions

Give Me an Example

During the first week, introduce the module or programme and explain that
the students will first be taking time to get acquainted with one another to
form an online community and assess each other’s current skill levels. Ask
your students to write an individual profile and post it on the discussion
board within WebCT for the first week. Students might include:

e Their background (education, experience with course topic, work
experience, culture, job, family or other relevant information).
What they hope to gain from participating in the course.

What they bring to the course.

Anything else they would like the class to know.

An interesting point about themselves.

You may wish then to transfer this information then to a Student’'s Who's
Who page within WebCT along with their picture. If you are using a Wiki
you can get the students to create their own page.

There are many Ice-Breaker type activities that can be successfully
adapted for blended and online induction sessions.

More Ideas

e Create a personal Wiki or Blog site. Ask students to also develop a
personal Web page within a Wiki or Blog.

e Suggest that students refer to each other’s introductions later in the
module and remind them to update their own introductions throughout
the module.

e Set up a virtual “Pub / Cafe,” an online discussion area where students
can talk about the topics that interest them, just as on-campus
students might do over coffee.

e Try an introductory team building activity. For example, create an
online bingo game or treasure hunt. These activities help students get
to know each other better and learn how to navigate the course Web
site.

e Arrange for a chat room or audio conference session where students
get the opportunity to talk face-to-face.

o Where possible take advantage of any F2F sessions you might have
(such as residentials) to model online communication in a safe
environment first using Post-It Notes and then going online.

Other Considerations

Some students may be shy or less open to sharing their biographies.
Allow students to decide what they would like to share by offering
guidelines for introductions rather than prescribed contents.
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